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PATENT 

Attorney Docket No. RIB-005 
RIBOSOME STRUCTURE AND PROTEIN SYNTHESIS INHIBITORS 

ABSTRACT 

The invention provides methods for producing high resolution crystals of ribosomes and 
ribosomal subunits as well as crystals produced by such methods. The invention also provides 
high resolution structures of ribosomal subunits either alone or in combination with protein 
synthesis inhibitors. The invention provides methods for identifying ribosome-related ligands 
and methods for designing ligands with specific ribosome-binding properties as well as ligands 
that may act as protein synthesis inhibitors. Thus, the methods and compositions of the 
invention may be used to produce ligands that are designed to specifically kill or inhibit the 
growth of any target organism. 
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